ADOPTED – DECEMBER 10, 2024
AGENDA ITEM NO. 41
Introduced by the: 

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE STATE COURT ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE VIRTUAL BACKLOG RESPONSE DOCKET AWARD

RESOLUTION #24 –615

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2024, the State Court Administrative Office (SCAO) informed the 30th Judicial Circuit Court of potential unspent funds from the state's Virtual Backlog Reduction Docket grant, which Ingham County has received in 2023 and 2024; and  

WHEREAS, the SCAO inquired if the 30th Judicial Circuit Court would be interested in applying for additional funding to help address the criminal backlog, specifically to continue operations of the Circuit Court Annex through December 31, 2025; and  

WHEREAS, prior discussions with the Ingham County Controller’s Office indicated the funding for the Circuit Court Annex was initially planned only through September 30, 2025; and  

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court submitted a grant proposal requesting $150,000 on December 6, 2024, as the Court was provided just a 24-hour window to submit the application; and  

WHEREAS, since the inception of the Circuit Court Annex, a collaborative effort involving the Circuit Court, Ingham County Prosecutor’s Office, Ingham County Public Defender’s Office, and Ingham County Sheriff’s Office has resolved 283 additional felony cases that were backlogged due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and  

WHEREAS, there are currently 110 felony cases assigned to Visiting Judge Clinton Canady at the Circuit Court Annex, with the expectation that all cases can be resolved by December 31, 2025; and  

WHEREAS, the additional $150,000 in grant funding will allow continued operations of the Circuit Court Annex for Q4 of 2025.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the acceptance of the grant from the State Court Administrative Office in the amount of not to exceed $150,000 to support the operations of the Circuit Court Annex through December 31, 2025.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller’s Office is instructed to utilize this grant funding first, with any necessary additional funding requirements drawn from County’s ARPA resources thereafter.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.
